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contribution of an outstanding leader in the field of
economics and politics. About Romesh Butt's varied
interests, his capacity for hard work and his outstanding
contributions to'the fiejtfs of literature and ancient Indian
history there can be no difference of opinion. His con-
tributions to Indian economic thought and to the political
movement in the country are, however, in my opinion
more outstanding still, and their importance is in no way
reduced by the subsequent developments in economic
and political thinking in India. A personality needs to
be assessed on the background of the circumstances in
which he lived and worked, and not on the basis of a
comparison of his views with the views which gained
acceptance later.

"A few words about the biography itself may interest
the reader. More space jhas been devoted to the period
of Romesh Dutt'g life after his retirement from the Indian
Civil Service, though this was a period of only twelve
years, than to the first 49 years of his life. This im-
balance is deliberate, because the work done by Romesh
Dutt during tfre last twelve years of his life had greater
significance from the national point of view than the
work cjone by him in the earlier period. It is true that
he produced works of lasting value in literature and
ancient history in the earlier period of his life, and the
importance of tne contribution he thus made to the
cultural renaissance of the country should not be under-
estimated. It was, however, m the latter period of his
life that he made his contribution to the field of economic
administration and to the political movement which
helped to arouse consciousness in the country of the